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liistory and Records 


Old records pertinent to the history of plants of foreign source such as the suoh, ukon, 
binroju and others which were brought to Japan well over a thousand years ago, as well 
as on research, costume regulations, dye processes, pertinent laws and references in 
literature are presented in this section. For instance, extracts from “Nanpo Somokuw-jo ,” 
“Kokon Chu,” “Ifuku-rei,” “Engi-shiki,” “Nihongi,” “Manyoshu,” “Wamyosho” and old tales 


and legends are presented. 


Dye Materials and Dye Process 


Portlons of the dye-source plants to be used are pointed out and explained in this 
Fchapter. or instance, the root of the akane, murasaki, hamanasu and ukon; the bark of 
suo, kihada, ume and ichii; the stem and leaves of kariyasu and gen-no-shoko; the seed 
or pod of kuchinashi, yasha, zakuro and kuromame are respectively utilized. Benibana 
is the sole example in which the flower petals are used. One execption in the group is 
gobaishi, which is actually the gallnut, the nest of an insect parasite of the nurude, 
making it the sole insect source rather than plant source. 

The dye process involves boiling or dissolving the material and then causing chemical 
coloration process. The chemical mediums used in the latter are listed from page 59, with 
detailed explanation from page 66 to page 69. Other examples are explained in the 
respective sections on the plants themselves. 12 photographic illustrations have been 
provided to show the coloration process. 

As it is not possible to produce accurate color samples by print process, 50 small skeins 
of dyed silk yarn have been attached to appropriate sections, with names of the tints 


written in Romaji as well as in Japanese. 


Frontispiece and Sample Specimen 


The first frontispiece illustration shows the picking of the ai plant in a reproduction 


of a woodblock print of the Edo period, produced by Okura Hanbei and printed by 


Yoshida Takesaburo. Indigo dye is used. 


The second illustration is a color slide reproduction showing the picking of petals of 


the benibana in Sato Hachirobei’s field in the suburbs of Yamagata city. This plant was 


once used for coloring the lips. 
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KUSAKIZOME 


PREFACE 


Kusaki-zome is one of the special dye processes of Japan, and is a method fo utilizing 
the pigment and tanin in plants to produce dyes. It is a method which has its source in 
early primitive attempts at coloration, reaching full development in T’ang period on the 
Chinese continent and in the Asuka and Nara periods in Japan. The process was further 
improved and continued to be practiced in Japan until very recent ages. 

Needless to say the so-called “dye revolution” which occured in 1897 brought about a 
great decline in the art; but in 1929 a movement for the revival of the process under the 
name of Kusaki-zome developed, enabling the process to be preserved to this day. 

This volume is an attempt to present all aspects of this unique dye process. In Part 
I the plants used in the Kusaki-zome dye process are taken up with 65 photographic 
illustrations of the parts of the plants utilized, together with botanical notes on each, 

In Part II the history of the dye process is noted through extracts from old records, 
including notations on official research, official costume regulations, and references seen 
in the literature of the respective periods. 

Part III takes up the dye process itself with explanation of source material and coloration 
process. Due to the impossibility of reproducing exact duplicates of the dye tints by means 
of printing ink, skeins of dyed silk thread have been attached as color samples. 

The frontispiece illustrations and plant specimen are first a woodblock print showing 
indigo, the second a color slide reproduction showing the picking of Benibana. The plant 
specimen is “akane” 

The paper used in the volume is specially-processed heavy hand-made nihonshi. The cover 


is of handwovenmaterial done in Ai dye. 


Plants Used as Dye Sources 


This book takes up 50 plant dye sources including akane, ai, murasaki, suo and benibana 
with 65 explanatory illustrations. Botanical details are given in the text, with additional 
notes on the part of the plant to be used, appropriate season for picking, method of 
preserving, storing and growing each respective plant, aud also other medicinal, food or 


garden uses of the plants. 
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